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BLOOD GROUPS. K. L. G. Goldsmith, Scientific Editor. British Medical Bul-
letin, vol. 15, no. 2. London, Medical Department, The British Council,
1959. 174 pp. $3.25.
A glance at the table of contents of the British Medical Bulletin on Blood
Groups reveals the complexity of the subject. It is a credit to the editor
that he assembled a group of authors who not only know what to say but
how to say it.
This volume, short and to the point, provides a review of the newer
developments in immunohematology which is suitable for students and
practicing physicians alike. It consists of 15 chapters, each written by a
research worker in the field. The topics covered range from The Bio-
chemistry of Human Blood Group Substances to Management of Hemo-
lytic Disease of the Newborn. Each chapter is followed by a well chosen
list of pertinent references.
The chapter on Relative Importance of Blood Group Antibodies, in
particular, provides a concise evaluation of those antibodies which are im-
portant and the reasons for their importance. It should be required read-
ing for all people who use blood transfusion in practice. It is also highly
recommended for those who desire an accurate and readable review of
modern blood grouping.
JOSEPH R. BOVE
THE NEW PSYCHIATRY. By Nathan Masor. New York, Philosophical
Library, 1959. 155 pp. $3.75.
In this slim volume, Dr. Masor presents a virulent attack on psychoanalytic
schools of thought and presents his own ideas on the biochemical etiology
of mental disease, unsupported, however, by any objective experimental
work on his part. The tone of the book is one of sarcasm.
The author, using subjective opinions only, espouses the idea that all
psychoanalytic thought, especially that of Freud, is completely erroneous,
and that all mental illness can be explained on the basis of altered bio-
chemistry. However, he does not specify in which ways current research
supports his ideas, i.e., he states that it has been found that neuraminic
acid levels are lower in the spinal fluid of children and schizophrenics than
in that of normal adults and then closes his discussion of the topic with
the statement that chemical immaturity may correlate with psychological
immaturity. Equally unfounded is his critique of accepted psychoanalytic
theory; he denies the role of the unconscious in mental disease, substitut-
ing what he terms a more "rational" approach, unfortunately unsupported
by documentary evidence. This consists of the idea that emotions per se
are important in the functioning of the unconscious, whereas actual con-
tent and its relation to the ego (the existence of which he denies) is un-
important.
The book contains much information and is full of statements such as:
"Psychoanalysis, in its theoretical consideration, is opposed to good com-
mon sense," and "It is my belief that dreams have no meaning precisely for
the enumerated reasons that Freud offered why they do have meaning."
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